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Valentino L. Zullo, PhD, LISW-S
Assistant Professor of English and Humanities

Anisfield-Wolf Fellow 
Ursuline College 
Education
· Doctor of Philosophy in English, Kent State University (2020) Kent, Ohio 
· Dissertation—"Freudian Strips: Comics, Mental Health, and the Psychologization of America”
· Master of Science in Social Administration, Case Western Reserve University (2015) Cleveland, Ohio

· Master of Arts in English, and Women’s Studies, Bowling Green State University (2013) Bowling Green, Ohio
· Bachelor of Arts in English and Spanish, Kent State University (2011) Kent, Ohio
Academic Employment 

· 2022-present, Ursuline College, Assistant Professor of English and Humanities
· Anisfield-Wolf Fellow (administered by the Cleveland Foundation)
· 2020-2022, Cleveland Institute of Art, contingent faculty, Liberal Arts 

· 2015-2019, Kent State University, Teaching Fellow, Department of English 

· 2011-2013, Bowling Green State University, Teaching Fellow, Department of English 
Clinical Social Work Experience 

· Licensed Independent Social Work with Supervisory Designation, State of Ohio, (December 2023- present)

· Licensed Independent Social Worker, State of Ohio (January 2022-December 2023)

· Licensed Social Worker, State of Ohio (May 2017- January 2022) 
· Ohio Guidestone, Maternal Depression Therapist (June 2017-May 2022) 

· Cleveland Veteran Administration Medical Center (August 2014- May 2015) 

· Cuyahoga County Justice Systems Advocate (August 2013- May 2014)
· Continuing Education and Training
· Candidate, Psychoanalytic Training, Cleveland Psychoanalytic Center (August 2018-present)
· Early admissions candidate, Cleveland Psychoanalytic Center (August 2014-July 2018)
Honors and Awards 
· Teagle Foundation Cornerstone for Living Grant (2024) 

· Modern Language Association Pathways Step Grant (2024)

· Ohio Humanities, “Ignite Grant” for Superman’s Cleveland: Lineage and Legacy (2023) 

· Ohio Center for the Book Scholar-in-Residence (2020-21)

· Outstanding Composition Instructor Award Finalist, Kent State University (2018, 2019)

· Kenneth R. Pringle Dissertation Fellowship (2018)

· Modern Language Association Travel Grant (2017)

· Ohio Humanities Council, Major Grant (2016)

· Friends of the Cleveland Public Library, Programming Initiative Grant (2016)

· Teaching Fellow, Kent State University (August 2015-May 2019)

· Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences Scholarship (2013, 2014)

· Teaching Fellow, Bowling Green State University (August 2011-May 2013)
Events, Exhibits and Programs Organized (selected)
· Program Director: Get Graphic! at Cleveland Public Library (2014-Present)
· Co-Curator: “Cleveland on the Couch” Exhibit, Hanna Perkins Center for Child Development (September 2023-present) 
· Co-Director: “Superman’s Cleveland: Lineage and Legacy,” September-November 2023. 

· Co-organizer: “Reading, Writing and Teaching the Rust Belt: Co-Creating Humanities Eco-Systems.” Two Week Summer NEH Institute, Ursuline College, June 2023. 
· Co-Curator: “Cleveland on the Couch” Exhibit, The National Museum of Psychology (September 2021-February 2022) 

· Organizer: Public Humanities Symposium at Kent State University (April 12, 2019) 
· Consultant: “Superman: From Krypton to Cleveland” Exhibit, Cleveland Public Library (2017)
· Project Coordinator: Wonder Woman Symposium, Cleveland Public Library and Kent State University (September 22-24, 2016)

· Organizer: “Novel Media: From Domestic Narrative to Comics” Symposium at Bowling Green State University (April 6, 2013)
Editorial Experience 

· Rust Belt Studies, Co-editor, 2023 to present, www.Rustbeltstudies.org
· in collaboration with Midstory with support from Ohio Humanities

·  Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics, Associate Editor 2025-present.
· American Editor, 2018-2024. 

· Candidate Connection Newsletter of the American Psychoanalytic Association, September 2015-September 2017.  
Edited Books 

· Teaching the Rust Belt with Katharine G. Trostel (under review). 
· Wonder Woman: 80 Years Later with Vera J. Camden (Routledge, 2021).
Articles 
· “Keeping Horror in Mind: Psychoanalysis and the ‘New Direction’ of EC Comics.” In The Journal of Popular Culture 54.4 (August 2021): 868-90.
· “What’s Diagnosis Got to Do With It?: Psychiatry, Comics and Batman The Killing Joke.” In Inks: The Journal of the Comics Studies Society 2.2 (Summer 2018): 194-214. 
· “JH Williams III’s Batwoman and the Depth of the Surface: Visualizing a New Definition of Identity as Embedded in the Skin.” In Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 5.2 (Summer 2014): 137-153.
Book Chapters 
· “Repetition with Revision: The Psychoanalytic Allegories of Alison Bechdel” with Vera J. Camden. In The Oxford Handbook to Allegory, edited by David Gay, forthcoming.  

· “Queer Comics Queering Continuity: The Unstoppable Wasp and the Fight for a Queer Future.” In More Critical Approaches to Comics, eds. Matthew Smith, Randy Duncan and Matthew Brown (New York, NY: Routledge, 2019), 48-60.
Magazine and Online Articles

· Vera J. Camden and Valentino L. Zullo. "Graphic Memoirs of Childhood: Star Cartoonist Raina Telgemeier Draws a New Generation" here: https://tapmagazine.org/all-articles/graphic-memoirs-of-childhood
· Vera J. Camden and Valentino L. Zullo. “A Return to Literature and Psychoanalysis? It’s Time,” The American Psychoanalyst, https://tapmagazine.org/57issue2/return-to-literature-and-psychoanalysis
· Valentino L. Zullo. “Health is Other People (and Some Books): On Wellness and Book Clubs,” Cleveland Review of Books, https://www.clereviewofbooks.com/writing/health-is-wellness-book-clubs.
· Katharine G. Trostel and Valentino L. Zullo. “Raised by the Rust Belt” The Metropole,  https://themetropole.blog/2023/02/22/raised-by-the-rust-belt-the-power-of-emplaced-humanities/.
· Comics and Graphic Novel Reviewer for Publishers Weekly (2021-2022) 
· Nate Powell's Graphic Non-Fiction ‘Save It For Later’ Urges Readers To Remember the Trump Era,” Pop Matters, March 21, 2021. 
· “Ta-Nehisi Coates + Roxane Gay Enter the Writers’ Room, But Comics Still Need a Jolt of Diversity,” Anisfield Wolf Book Award, July 25, 2016.
· “On the Origins of Our Stories: Superheroes and Mental Health Practice.” In Asylum Magazine 22.4 (Winter 2015): 22-24.  
Journal Issues Edited 
· “Superman’s Cleveland: Lineage and Legacy,” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (forthcoming) with Vera J. Camden, 
· “Comics on the Couch: Psychoanalysis and Graphic Medicine, American Imago (forthcoming) with Vera J. Camden. 
· “The Interview Issue—Redux.” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (forthcoming). with Vera J. Camden 
· “The Interview Issue.” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 12.4 (August 2021) with Vera J. Camden.  
· “Comics on the Couch.” American Imago 77.3 (Fall 2020), assistant editor to Vera J. Camden. 
· “Wonder Woman and Female Superheroes.” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 9.6 (December 2018) with Vera J. Camden.

Interviews of Comics Creators 
· “Superman has always been in my life; I just remember staring at him as a kid”: An Interview with Sina Grace, Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics, forthcoming. 

· “I think that fun, poppy, feminine, colorful stories can change the world”: 

     An Interview with Sarah Kuhn, Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics, forthcoming.
· “‘You can’t escape the formalism of comics’: an interview with Dave Chisholm.” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (2024): online, print forthcoming.
· “‘There’s always that hope’: an interview with Terri Libenson,” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (2023): online, print forthcoming.
· “‘I don’t know how to process experiences unless I put them into comics’: an interview with Raina Telgemeier,” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (2023): online, print forthcoming.
· “‘I’m reminding us of where we came from’: an interview with Nick Sousanis.” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (2023): online, print forthcoming. 
·   “‘Something happened’: an interview with Lynda Barry.” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (2023): online, print forthcoming. 
· “‘It's that guttural, human voice; that's comics’: An Interview with Ken Krimstein,” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (2022): online, print forthcoming.  
·  “‘History is not over; we are made of it.’: an interview with Nora Krug.” Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics (2022): online, print forthcoming.  
·  “I try to stay true to my memories, even if that means making a mistake”: An Interview with Riad Sattouf, Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 12.4 (August 2021): 333-42. 
· ““I made the scene”: An Interview with Carol Tyler, Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 12.4 (August 2021): 316-32. 
· “I’m trying to make a really pleasant garden path for you, a ‘Trojan horse’ for history!”: An Interview with Thi Bui. Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 12.4 (August 2021): 298-315. 
·  “‘My claim to fame is footnotes’: An Interview with Derf Backderf.” In Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 12. 4 (August 2021): 281-97. 
· “‘Truth, Justice, and the Amazonian Way: An Interview with Greg Rucka. In Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 9.6 (2018): 621-33. 
· “Fighting for Queerness, Justice, and the Persian Way: An Interview with Sina Grace. In Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 9.5 (2018): 490-500. 
Reviews
· Review of Make Ours Marvel: Media Convergence and a Comics Universe, edited by Matt Yockey. In Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics, 12.5 (2022): 1116-19.
· Review of Arresting Development: Comics at the Boundaries of Literature by Christopher Pizzino. In Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 10.2 (2019): 288-290.
· Review of The Superhero Costume: Identity and Disguise in Fact and Fiction by Barbara Brownie and Danny Graydon. In Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 8.3 (2017): 297-299. 
· Review of The French Comics Theory Reader, edited by Ann Miller and Bart Beaty. In Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 8.2 (2017): 211-13.
· Review of Ages of the X-men: Essays on the Children of the Atom in Changing Times, edited by Joseph J. Darowski. In Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics 6.3 (2015): 306-8.  

· Review of Do the Gods Wear Capes?: Spirituality, Fantasy and Superheroes by Ben Saunders. In Journal of Popular Culture and Religion 24.3 (2012): 473-74. 
Invited Lectures/Panels (selected):
· Chair, Lake Erie Ink Kids Comics Con Panel, “Building New Worlds,” February 24, 2023 at Visible Voice Books. 

· “Freudian Strips” at Cleveland Institute of Art, part of the Cleveland Humanities Festival March 24, 2023. 

· Co-leader, 2023 Anisfield-Wolf Summer Seminar hosted by the Cleveland Humanities Collaborative at Case Western Reserve University on The Family Chao by Lan Samantha Chang, July 31-August 4, 2023.

· “Psychoanalysis in Sequence: A History of Mental Health and Comic Books in the United States,” Jung Cleveland, Cleveland, OH, March 3, 2021. 
· “Comics and the Clinic,” Northwest Akron Public Library, Akron OH, October 17, 2020. 
· “The History of Comic Books and Mental Health,” Flaming River Con, Cleveland Public Library, Cleveland, OH, September 21, 2019. 

· “Queers and Comix,” Rocky River Public Library, Rocky River, OH, June 16, 2019. 
· “History of Queer Comix,” The Side Quest Bar, Cleveland, OH, April 30, 2019.
·  “Mental Health and Comics,” University of Illinois, Chicago, IL, October 2, 2018. 
· “Queering Comics,” Flaming River Con, Cleveland, OH, September 22, 2018. 
·  “Out of the Closet and into the Costume: LGBTQ in Comics,” Panelist, Chicago Comics Entertainment Expo, Chicago, IL, April 5, 2018. 
· “Out of the Closet and into the Costume: A History of Queer Comix,” University of Illinois, Chicago, IL, October 12, 2017.
Conference Presentations (selected) 
· Valentino Zullo, Roundtable Panelist, “The Language of Psychoanalysis: Subjects, Objects, Animals, and Enemies,” Modern Language Association, Roundtable, January 6, 2023, San Francisco, CA. 
· Katharine G. Trostel and Valentino L. Zullo, “Reading in Place: Rust Belt Futures,” All of This is Temporary Conference, Bowling Green, OH, April 14, 2023. 
· “The Future of Comics Scholarship: The Public Library?,” Modern Language Association, Seattle, WA, January 11, 2020. 
· “Comics and the Clinics: Comics and Mental Health in Practice,” New York Comic Con at New York Public Library, New York, NY, October 3, 2019. 

· “Circulating Comics, Cultivating Community: The Future of Comics in the Public Library,” San Diego Comic Con International, San Diego, CA, July 21, 2018. 
· “Superheroes, Psychiatry, and Public Health: Fredric Wertham’s Graphic Medicine,” The Ninth International Graphic Novels and Comics Conference, Bournemouth, U.K. June 28, 2018. 
· “You Gotta Be Hard, You Gotta Be Tough, You Gotta Be A Man: The Problem of Female Identification in Superhero Comics,” PCA/ACA, San Diego, CA, April 13, 2017. 
Teaching Experience (Courses taught 2011- present)
· College Reseaerch, Ursuline College
· College Composition, Ursuline College
· History of the English Language, Ursuline College 
· British Literature II, Ursuline College 
· British Literature I, Ursuline College 
· Shakespeare, Ursuline College
· European Literature I, Ursuline College  

· European Literature II, Ursuline College 
· Creative Nonfiction, Ursuline College (online and in person) 
· Rust Belt to Revival: Anisfield-Wolf, Ursuline College (online and in person)
· Latin American Women’s Fiction, Ursuline College  

· Postcolonial Literature, Ursuline College 
· Graphic Medicine, Ursuline College 
· Multimodal Composition, Cleveland Institute of Art 
· Graphic Narratives, Cleveland Institute of Art 
· Introduction to Psychology, Cleveland Institute of Art 
· Abnormal Psychology, Cleveland Institute of Art 

· College Writing I, Kent State University

· College Writing II, Kent State University 

· Introduction to Academic Writing, Bowling Green State University 
· Academic Writing, Bowling Green State University
Service (selected)
· Faculty Assembly Secretary, Ursuline College (August 2023-present) 

· Faculty Advisory Committee (FAC) at Kent State University, Graduate Student Representative (August 2018-May 2020) 

· AGES (Association for Graduate English Studies) at Kent State University, President (May 2018-September 2019)

· Founder of QGrad (Queer Grad Student Organization) at Case Western Reserve University and QGrad, Education Committee Chair (August 2014-May 2015)
· SLAM (Student Leaders Advocating for Mental Health) at Case Western Reserve University, President (September 2013- May 2015)

· ATLAS (Association for Textual and Literary Analysis) at Bowling Green State University, Vice-President (September 2012- May 2013)


 
· Performance Committee Co-Chair, Cleveland Asian Festival (November 2009-May 2013)
